
 
Immediately on receipt of your Ostracod culture loosen the 

cap on the bottle. 

 

Ostracods  are members of the Phylum Arthropoda, sub 

Phylum Crustacea, Class Ostracoda, and are also known as 

seed shrimps.  They can be found in both seawater and, more 

commonly, in fresh water lakes and ponds.  Dark grey/black 

in colour, the ostracod has a bivalved hinged almost opaque 

carapace, and measures approximately 1mm in diameter.  The 

other principal physical features of the ostracod are the pair of 

antennae and two pairs of thoracic legs.  These appendages 

assist in swimming and as sensory organs. 

 

Ostracods can be readily maintained in a medium sized 

established aquarium or in a large container of aged pond 

water, pH 6.5 to 8.0.  Keep this water cool. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Supporting Products for  
Ostracods: 
 
Books 
Code: BK 22.10   Carolina 
protozoa and invertebrate 
manual 
 
Posters 
Code: WC33  Pond II, 
Larger Microlife 

 
  
 

“ a world of learning”  

 
 
We supply: 

 
•Living materials 

 
•Culture media 

 
•Frozen materials 

 
•Preserved materials 

 
•Skeletons 

 
•Microscopes 

 
•Wall charts 

 
•Stains and Indicators 

 
•Seeds 

 
•Books 

 
•CD-ROMs 

 
•Forensic Equipment 

 
and lots more in our full 
colour catalogue or website 
catalogue 
www.southernbiological.com 
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